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Eligibility
Veteran’s discharged from active duty under conditions 
other than dishonorable and service members who die 
while on active duty, as well as spouses and dependent 
children of veterans and active duty service members, 
may be eligible for VA burial and memorial benefits. 
The veteran does not have to pre-decease a spouse or 
dependent child for them to be eligible.

With certain exceptions, active duty service beginning 
after Sept. 7, 1980, as an enlisted person, and after 
Oct. 16 1981 as an officer, must be for a minimum of 24 
consecutive months or the full period of active duty (as 
in the case of reservists or National Guard members 
called to active duty for limited duration). Eligibility is not 
established by active duty for training in the reserves or 
National Guard.

Reservists and national Guard members, as well as their 
spouses and dependent children, are eligible if they were 
entitled to retired pay at the time of death, or would have 
been if over age 60.

Under Section 2411 of Title 38 of the United States 
Code, certain otherwise eligible individuals found to have 
committed federal or states capital crimes are barred 
from burial or memorialization in a VA national cemetery, 
and from receipt of government furnished headstones, 
markers, burial flags and Presidential Memorial 
Certificates.

Headstones and Markers
Veteran’s, active duty service members, retired 
Reservists, and National Guard service members are 
eligible for an inscribed headstone or marker for their 
grave at any cemetery–national, state veteran’s or 
private. VA will deliver a headstone or marker at no cost, 
anywhere in the world. Spouses and dependent children 
are eligible for a government headstone or marker only if 
they are buried in a national or state veterans’ cemetery. 

To apply for a headstone or marker for a private 
cemetery, mail a completed VA form 40-1330 (available 
at www.va.gov/vaforms/va/pdf/40-1330.pdf), application 
for standard government headstone or marker, and a 
copy of the veteran’s military discharge paperwork to:  

Memorial Programs Service (41A1) 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
5109 Russell Rd. 
Quantico, VA 22134-3903. 

Before ordering check with the cemetery to ensure that 
the additional headstone or marker will be accepted.  
Any placement fee will not be reimbursed by VA. 



Burial Benefits
National Cemeteries
Burial in a VA national cemetery is available for eligible 
veterans, their spouses and dependents at no cost to the 
family and includes the gravesite, grave-liner, opening 
and closing of the grave, a headstone or marker, and 
perpetual care as part of a national shrine based on 
availability. For veterans, benefits also include a burial 
flag (with case for active duty) and military funeral 
honors. 

VA national cemetery directors verify eligibility for burial 
in their cemeteries. A copy of the veteran’s discharge 
documents that specifies the periods of active duty 
and character of discharge, along with the deceased’s 
death certificate and proof of relationship to the veteran 
(for eligible family members) are needed to determine 
eligibility. 

Military Funeral Honors
Upon request, DOD will provide military funeral honors 
consisting of folding and presentation of the United States 
flag and playing of “Taps.” A funeral honors detail consists 
of two or more uniformed members of the armed forces, 
with at least one member from the deceased’s branch of 
service.

Family members should inform their funeral directors if 
they want military funeral honors. For more information, 
visit http://www.militaryfuneralhonors.osd.mil/.

Presidential Memorial  
Certificates 
Certificates are issued upon request to recognize the 
military service of honorably discharged deceased 
veterans. Next of kin, relatives and friends may apply for 
a certificate by mailing a completed VA Form 40-0247 
(available at http://www.va.gov/vaforms/va/pdf/VA40-0247.
pdf), Presidential Memorial Certificate Request Form, and 
a copy of the veteran’s military discharge document to: 

Presidential Memorial Certificates (41A1C)  
Department of Veterans Affairs  
5109 Russell Rd.  
Quantico, VA 22134-3903 

Burial Flags
VA will furnish a U.S. burial flag for memorialization of:

1) Veterans who served during wartime after Jan. 31, 1955.

2) Veterans who were entitled to retired pay for service 
in the Reserve or National Guard, or would have been 
entitled if over age 60.

3) Members or former members of the Selected Reserve 
who served their initial obligation, or was discharged for 
a disability incurred or aggravated in line of duty, or died 
while a member of the Selected Reserve.



Burial Allowances
VA will pay a $300 burial and funeral allowance for veterans 
who, at time of death, were entitled to receive pension or 
compensation or would have been entitled if they weren’t 
receiving military retirement pay. Eligibility may also be 
established when a death occurs in a VA facility, a VA-
contracted nursing home or a state veterans nursing home.

VA will pay a $300 plot allowance when a veteran is buried 
in a cemetery not under U.S. government jurisdiction if:

1) Was discharged from active duty because of disability, 
incurred or aggravated in the line of duty.

2) Received compensation or pension or would have 
been if the veteran was not receiving military retired pay.

3) Died in a VA facility. 

If the veteran’s death was related to the service 
connection, the VA may pay up to $2,000 in burial 
expenses, and may pay to transport the veteran’s body to 
the nearest national cemetery with available gravesites.

VA Survivor Benefits
Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) payments 
may be made to spouses, children under the age of 18, or 
under age 23 if attending a VA approved school, or have 
become permanently incapable of self-support because of 
a disability before age 18, low-income parents of veterans 
or service members who died while on active duty.

Spouses who were unmarried and children under the age 
of 18, or under age 23 if attending a VA approved school, 
or have become permanently incapable of self-support 
because of disability before age 18 of deceased veterans 
of war or conflict may receive VA pension based on need 
if they meet the income requirements/limits.

For more information, contact your County Service Officer:

VA NWIHCS County Service Officer:
Omaha
Douglas County: (402) 444-7180   
Sarpy County: (402) 593-2203 

Lincoln
Lancaster County: (402) 441-7361

Grand Island
Howard County: (308) 385-5065 
Hall County:  (308) 385-5065

North Platte
Lincoln County: (402) 534-4350 ext. 267

Holdrege
Phelps County: (402) 995-4961

Norfolk
Madison County: (402) 370-3578

Council Bluffs, IA
Pottawattamie County: (712) 328-5797

VA Regional Office at 1-800-827-1000 option #5 
http://www.cem.va.gov



4101 Woolworth Ave. 
Omaha, NE 68105

2201 N. Broadwell Ave. 
Grand Island, NE 68803

2501 Capehart Rd. 
Bellevue, NE 68113-2160

600 E. Francis, Ste. 3 
North Platte, NE 69101

600 S. 70th St. 
Lincoln, NE 68510

710 S. 13th St. Ste. 1200 
Norfolk, NE 68701

1118 Burlington St. 
Holdrege, NE 68949

512 S. Fremont St. 
Shenandoah, IA 51601
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